November 13, 1987 


Town Hall Meeting 


Wilma Luth 

Is this year’s student body less vocal 
and less concerned then those of the past? 
Or is this year’s Student Council sO 
effective in serving the needs of the 
Students that there is no room for 
improvement? In either case the Town 
Hall meeting on Nov. 5 was very tame 
compared to those’ which returning 
students may remember from the past. 

The purpose of the Town Hall mecting 
was to provide a public forum for students 
to voice their opinions, questions, and 
concerns about Student Council matters. 
The format was quite simple. Each 
committee chairman reported on the work 
which their committee has accomplished 
since the beginning of the year. Generally, 
these reports repeated what had already 
been published in Student Council 
minutes. 

The floor was then open to questions 
or comments from the students. In past 
meetings this was usually when the 
fireworks began. Student Council would be 
accused of some major delinquency in the 
performance of their duties and a 
discussion would evolve. At this meeting 
there was no such spark to set off any 
genuinely interesting debates, although 
some important questions were raised. 

The development of the plans for the 
new arena were discussed. It will be at 
least two years before it gets built (if at 
all) due to financial reasons. The "Time 
Out" controversy was also raised. Students 
would like it printed every day and have 
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more copies distributed. Plans in this area 
have been revised again. 

An inter-library loan system between 
McMaster and Redeemer was seen to be a 
very positive development. Professors 
often assume that a student has access to 
the libraries at Mac when researching a 
paper. Considering the alarm system 
present at Mills it is difficult to borrow 
books without a library card. If an 
inter-library loan system would be 
established (which it has not been yet), the 
students would be able to "order" books 
from Mac through our library and receive 
them in a couple of days. 

This leaves us with the question: is 
the student body plagued with apathy or is 
Student Council doing an incredibly good 
job? I think the answer lies somewhere in 
between. This years’ Student Council has 
demonstrated that it knows how to work 
with the adminstration in order to get 
things done for the students. However, 
this effectiveness may have resulted in the 
general lack of interest demonstrated at the 
Town Hall meeting. An ineffective 
Student Council should not be the only 
reason why students voice their opinions. 


SCIENCE 


Mark Luimes 

Since the time of the Greeks and 
especially since the European renaissance 
science has entered the way of life and the 
way of thinking of humankind. Arguements 
have been made for and against science 
that reflect not science itself but the way 
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EDITORIAL 


In Search of an Identity 


John H. Noordhof 

Welcome to Redeemer College. When 
we speak these words to vistors how do we 
go on to decribe what Redeemer College is 
all about? How do we identify ourselves? 
One standard way of accomplishing such a 
task is to compare ourselves to other 
educational institutions. In doing so we 
not only try to differentiate ourselves, we 
tend to find a model which we try to 
imitate. | 

Perhaps a few examples will illume 
what I am trying to say. There are those 
who try to compare ourselves to Bible 
colleges. This can take two forms. On the 
one level, we differentiate our curriculum 
(a liberal arts program) from one that 
teaches only Bible courses. Thus we point 
out to our guests that we teach biology, 
history, business, and come to theology 
last. At a different level, some look to the 
Bible colleges as a model for an ideal 
spiritual life. 

A more common line heard around 
here is that we should do something 
because Calvin College does it that way. 
Quite often students use this line to push 
for a relaxation of certain rules or for the 
laxing of the work load. Or a particular 
program is set up with Calvin as the model 
(eg. seminary, education, business intern- 
ship programs). Of course as soon as the 
Calvin line goes against a person’s opinion 
it is dropped and instead the phrase 
becomes: Let’s be different from Calvin. 

However, it seems increasingly the 
case that the capping of any argument is : 
This is how the Universities do it. No 
longer are we in a glorified High School 
but we are finally a University. I, too, find 
myself falling into this trap. One of the 
reasons why I wanted a Remberance Day 
observance is that at Queen’s University 
(which I attended last year) they had an 
excellant memorial service. 

So who are we? Are we a Bible 
College? Calvin? a mainstream University? 
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We are none of these. We are a unique 


instituion that is young enough and small 


enough to shape its own unique character 
and be able to maintain it for a 
considerable time. 

What are our unique elements? First 
we are small. Let us acknowledge this and 
forget trying to be an institution that has 
thousands of students. Since we will stay 
smelt the operations and procedures here 

be different. Second, we are 
‘canadian which allows us to focus on this 
country. (What happened to the Candian 
studied core requirement?) Third, we are a 
liberal arts college whose foundations lie 
in the trinity of history, philosophy, and 
history. Fourth, we are a Christian college 
which gives shape to this place not only 
directionally but structurally. Thus, for 
example, out psychology program is taught 
not only from a Christian perspective but 
the program itself ought to reflect a basic 
Christian philosphy. Finally, we are rooted 
in the Reformed tradition; a thing not to be 
lamented but to be praised, valued, and 
encouraged. 

Thus when we discuss policy at any 
level we must keep the above points in 
mind. The rational for our actions ought 
not to derive from outside instituions but 
from the foundations of this college itself. 
Let us therefore be weary of change and 
policy that occurs because institution X 
does it that way. Let us do something 
because it is in keeping with how we view 
ourselves and how we want develop 
ourselves. 


LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR: 


CONVENTIONS 
During this year, Redeemer College has 


seen a lot of conventions, even morethan 


last year. The most visible one was the 
Teacher’s Convention duringthe reading 
break. Most recently was the OACS 
Annual membership meeting on the 
weekend of the seventh of November. 
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These kinds of events are valuable to the 
college and are very effective for getting 
Redeemer’s name known andgetting people 
in to see the building. 

At times, however, the outside use of 
the campus hinders its use by the students. 
Students going to rehearse a piece of drama 
have found their room occupied and others 
wanting to finish off a sketch for an art 
class came to find that their subject had 
been thrown away by organizers preparing 
the Studio for a workshop. Also, a student 
can’t help but wonder who the reading 
break was scheduled for, the Teacher’s 


convention or us. During these last couple 


of weeks, when the workload was really 
piling up, more than one individual has 
asked why the reading break was scheduled 
at a time that they had much less 
homework that needed doing. 

Tam not trying to suggest that the 
college does not have any groups using that 
campus, but just that the organizers 
readjust their priorities. The school was 
established for the students, and I think 
that their interests be taken into account. 
If there were just some simple guidelines 
to preserve the ability to study and get 
work done, there would be a much better 
relationship between all involved. The 
following is just a list of things that came 
to my mind and are by no means assumed 
to be the final answer: 

- study breaks be scheduled at times 
when the student’s workload is high and 
not just when a large scale convention is 
planned. | 

- we request the visitors to, in a general 
way, respect the fact that studying must go 
on while the event is in progress. 

- rooms like the art studio, the black box 
theatre and the computer lab be left 
unused and in their original state (chairs 
and tables left for student use). 

- the Teacher Education Resource 
Centre not be used extensively, because of 
its entrance in the library. The passage of 
people through the library can often be 
noisy and disruptive. Maybe the 
installation of another, outside entrance 
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could be considered. 

Hopefully, conventions and other 
functions can be carried on at Redeemer 
without an inconvenience to either side. 


* Since I initially wrote this article quite a 
few days ago, some progress on this very 
topic has been made. The Student Council 
and the administration are discussing the 
issue on the basis of student’s concern. 
This letter becomes a little different in is 
interpretation, but hopefully it still serves 
some function. I would just like to thank 
the administration for responding to this so 

quickly. | 


Christopher Vriend. 


Four Principles for Christian Ethics 


How do we determine’ whether 
premarital sex, drinking, dancing, smoking, 
rock music, and_ related issues. are 
inconsistent with our Christian confession 
and therefore wrong? 

In the Reformed community, we claim 


to have a unique status in that we place 


great empahsis upon the Law in the 
Christian life, as the guide for thankful 
living. If, therefore, we wish to walk in 
God’s ways, we must first of all take 
serious the ten commandments’ and 
structure our life accoridng to its precepts. 

However, admittedly certain issues 
which confront us do not appear to fall 


under any of these commandments and, 


therefore, we are at times left uncertain as 
to whether or not they are consistent with 
our Christian confession. In this letter, I 
wish to briefly summarize the conclusions 
from one of the workshops of the ACSD 
conference held at Cedarville College, 
Ohio, which several of us attended this past 
weekend. 

In his workshop entitled "Values 
Clarification: Helping Our Students 
Through the Grey Areas", Mel Svendsen of 
Trinity College sought to provide a 
Biblical foundation for ethics, in order to 
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shed light upon those issues about which 
college students tend to be confused. 
Working from the premise that we have 
been saved and that our desire is to live in 
obedience and commitment to Christ, 
Svendsen listed the following four 
principles to help us through these grey 
areas of morality. 

First, from Paul’s resolution that "’All 
things are lawful for me;’ but I will not be 
enslaved by anything” (ICor. 6:12; see also 
7:23), he concluded that: Anything that 

iS wrong. 

Second, from Paul’s exhortation that 
“your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit" 
(ICor. 6:19,20; as well as 3:16,17), he 
concluded that: Anythng that 

B is wrong. 
. Third, in accordance with Paul’s desire 
never to put a stumbling block or 
hindrance in the way of a brother" (I Cor. 
8: 9-13; as well as Rom. 14:13), he 
concluded that: 
is wrong. 

Finally, from Paul’s reminder that "We 
are ambassadors for Christ" (IICor.5:20; 
see also Col.3:17), he concluded that: 
Anything _ that 
CHRIST is wrong. 

In conclusion, then, Svendsen 
suggested that we can plug in any one issue 
of morality about which we are unclear into 
these four principles, and that if it falls on 
any of these, we must consider it wrong. He 
applied this to such controversial issues as 
drinking and dancing and, therefore, these 
four principles are vitally relevant to the 
developments and discussions on our 
campus. 

Whatever prejudices we may have 
regarding these issues, let us determine to 
test them by these four principles and 
submit ourselves to the Word of God. We 
must in any event make certain that our 
motivations are pure, for the demand of the 
Lord stands: "Be ye holy, for I am holy." 


Dick Kievit 
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The Academic Support System 


We tutors feel that we are not being 
adequately recognized in this institution. 
By now everyone knows that the Redeemer 
College Security Force have fashionably 
attractive vocation attire. Much to our 
chagrin, we, the much overlooked tutors, 
have once again been neglected. Tutors are 
an integral part of the Academic Support 
System (ASS) at Redeemer. Each day, 
tutors eagerly journey to room 204 
(Academic Support Room) only to be faced 
by claustrophobic white walls. Do we get 
blue polyester ties? Do we work with 
high-tech electronic communication 
equipment? Do we play foosball? Do we 
have a fearless leader? 

No. 

We think that you can see our point. 
For those who don’t, see a tutor! 

Our oppressive neglection has lead us 
to this rudimentary list of our basic 
vocational needs: First and foremost, we 
need uniforms to enhance our campus 
visibility. We propose colour-coordinated 
uniforms in conjunction with our respective 
disciplines, e.g. red for political science, 
secondary colours for art. Secondly, we 
need neurologically stimulating wallpaper 
in room 204 for our demanding work. 
Third, we need electronic toys: a coffee 
machine and a stereo. Fourth, we feel that 
should be an_ academic crisis 
telephone line that students can call in 
times of pressing need. Finally, we want 
meetings--weekly meetings to discuss 
objectives, problematic situations, research 
requirements for tutors, and the possibility 
of union affiliation with the CLAC. 

In conclusion, we feel that our neglect 
necessitates some sort of public dialogue. 
An open forum with a panel discussion 
would be necessary to resolve this issue. 

Thank you. | 

On behalf of the A.S:S., 


Eric Brouwer 
Chris Schotsman 
Helena Dryfhout 
Erick Schuringa 
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Weekend Conventions and Conferences 
at Redeemer College 


We are writing this letter to express 
the frustrations of the student body 
concerning the many conventions held at 
Redeemer College, especially this past 
study break. We have been frustrated by 
the fact that studying is no longer possible 
in the library, artroom, blackbox, fishbowl, 


or anywhere else in the college due to | 


workshops and lectures held for visitors. Is 
Redeemer College not foremost a 
university with facilities to accomodate the 
students in their studies? 

We have beautiful facilities with a 
medium-size auditorium which can serve 
many a purpose. It is nice that others can 
take advantage of these facilities, but 
please, let them not be used at the expense 
of our studies! Redeemer College students 
are known for studying hard, even on 
weckends-- please allow us to continue this 
practice. 

Recently, we have had a teacher's 
convention, a Holy Spirit Conference, a 
Symposium, and a Senior Citizen’s Day. 
We regret that these events interfere with 
our studies. With people browsing in the 
library, workshops being held in_ the 
artroom and blackbox, and people milling 
in the hallways, how is it possible for us to 
study? 

It is very difficult to study in the 
dorms; therefore, we request that a certain 
area of the school be reserved for student 
use only, during these events. The library, 
artroom, labs, and _ several upstairs 
classrooms are necessary for many student 
projects, and should be kept off-limits to 
conventioneers. We trust this will be 
seriously considered and applied. 


Jacquie Kodde 
Margaret VanDyke 
Carine Oussoren 
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Voice from Montreal 


Dear Editor, 

Even though I am not familiar with 
your policy on receiving and publishing 
resonses to your editorials from alumni, | 
chose to show my continued interest in the 
affairs of Redeemer College by giving my 
reaction to "Mistake Raises Key Issues". 
(Go ahead- - Ed.) 

I was pleased, on the one hand, to read 
that you are willing to recognize your 
mistake and to face a difficult issue with 
honesty and integrity. It is good to see that 
you take seriously your role as editor of a 
student newspaper. On the other hand, I 
am nervous about the particular issue you 
decided to discuss. 

It is not my intention to give my 
personal opinion about the rightness (or 
wrongness) of dancing because that would 
only add fuel to a fire which needs no 
encouragement. I think the dancing issue 
should be skirted. How long did the 
Christian Reformed community deliberate 
on this "key issue?" Synod came to the 
decision just a few years ago that most 
dancing (excluding disco dancing) is 
acceptable as long as it is done within a 
wholesome context. Some people accepted 
this position while othersd ridiculed it. In 
any case, the issue was settled in an 
ambigous sort of way. The point is that it 
is difficult for an institution to deal with 
the issue successfully. The questions 
which you raise are good perhaps for the 
individual to consider personally or to 
discuss quietly amoung friends. But is it 
necessary to resurrect the whole issue? 
Must Redeemer College just because she is 
young, go through these growing pains? 
Can’t she just learn from the painful 
experiences of established institutions? 

I suggest that you let the issue alone. 
Do not be lured into a discussion which 
will, more than anything else, lead one 
party to make unjust assumptuions and 
accusations about another. Why not spend 
your time and energy on more valuable 
items? Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Schinkel, B.C.S. 
McGill University 
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WHO DO YOU SAY? 


Marcella VanderPloeg 

I’m sure you've seen him around. 
Combat pants, barefoot in boat shoes, poor 
jokes and that most “unusual” smile. Not 
your regular image of a campus Chaplain. 
So I had to find out more about this man 
with mallard ducks on his socks. His name 
is James Karsten. He comes to us from 
Holland M.I., but seems to be less Dutch 
then we are. He can’t even pronounce 
"haagleslaag” properly, let alone 
"college"--(he says “kal-lege"). A true 
blue Yankie. 

One thing he’s had to adapt to is our 
stronger ties to our “wooden shoes" as it 
were. He is fifth generation Dutch, and 
compared to most of our first or second 
generation status, he is far from relating to 
Dutch immigrants and their habits of 
calling themselves "Dutch-Canadians" and 
using phrases such as “gezelligheid". He’s 
more into American Applie pie and Davy 
Crocket. (My apologies to those of 
non-Dutch origins who always cope with 
our “wooden shoe” talk such as “Wietse 
Oilibolen.") 

He studied at Hope College in Holland 
M.I. for four years and graduated with a 
B.A. in biology and psychology. His plans 
to become a medical doctor changed after 
his year-long stay in Taiwan after he 


graduated. He taught English there and 
also. was working with Christian 
Fellowship groups. This experience 


directed him into the decision to enter 
Western Theological Seminary to become a 
Chaplain. After two years of studying in 
Seminary, he took off to the Navy for the 
summer for OJ T--on the job training which 
is a part of the training needed to become a 
chaplain in the navy/marines (hence the 
combat pants). Then, fresh from the navy, 
he sailed into the gates of Redeemer 


College. He first heard of Redeemer from 


the dean at the seminary and, never giving 
up the opportunity for a challenge, he 
decided to drive up north to see what this 
“small unheard of northern edition of 


CROWN 


November 13, 1987 


Calvin” was all about. He wore a parka to 
the interview and that was a challenge in 
itself. But even now, after the "culture 
shock" of Canada, he is still challenged 
every day and that’s the way he likes it. Yet 
its only for a year. This coming summer 
after he leaves us, he is going back to the 
navy to complete his training and then goes 
on to the final year of his studies in 
seminary to be ordained as "REV. Karsten." 

Here at Redeemer, some _ students 
might be confused as to which role he has 
at which time, Chaplain or residence 
director. He considers himself to function 
as a Chaplain and to be a residence director 
administratively. He wants people to feel 
comfortable enough to drop by his office 
and talk about personal concerns without 
having to worry about him pulling on his 
R.d. hat and pointing his finger at you. 
He’s really into being comfortable. Two 
times during the interview he requested for 
the student body to feel comfortable in 
inviting him over for a non-veggie supper. 
He despises vegetables of any kind, so 
round up all the cauliflower, broccoli, 
brussel sprouts, carrots, peas, celery, corn, 
and green peppers you can find and then 


you'll feel comfortable enough to invite 


him over for supper. He'll enjoy sitting at a 
table full of steaming vegetable delights. 
Lately, he’s been busy with organizing 
a retreat for this coming weekend. It starts 
off with a concert in the auditorium at 8:30 
p.m. tonight (Friday that 13th). The duo 
that are singing are good friends of his 
from back home. Pam and Lynn are going 
to be an exciting start to the retreat which 
is on "Decision making and knowing God’s 
will.” The retreat continues the following 
day with seminars and such. He encourages 
everyone to experience a_ spiritually 
refreshing retreat which is well-needed 
during the paper/midterm rush. He is also 
encouraging more nights of fun and 
fellowship such as muffin mania. Despite 
the fact that it sounded like a cookbook 
exchange, it turned out to be a riot! He 
hopes to see more fellowship activities 
such as prayer and share groups and of 
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course nights like that muffin mania 
without the name. He is the coordinator of 
all the chapels and is constantly running to 
R.A. meetings and Student Life meetings as 
well as his Chaplain duties. 

And for all those women that want to 
stock his mailbox with Christmas packages 
(or actual mail), he is 6°2", has eyes of blue 
with contact lenses (I heard that lense rinse 
was on sale for $2.99 at Big V). He has a 12 
triple e shoe/sox size for all those who 
want to adorn his feet with paisley socks, 
and likes jazz, rock, and classical music for 
those that are sick of his “home-made in 
the basement with my buddies in °84" 
tapes. There you have it, James’ Christmas 
list. 

James Karsten is leaving in May, like 
the rest of us, but is not coming back. He’s 
here for only a year. So take advantage of 
the unique possibilities he offers as a 
Chaplain, and try to ignore his dorky jokes. 


SCIENCE from page 1 


science was used and seen. Scientist have 


often made claims for their discipline that 
are unfounded and are outside of the 
scientific experience. In opposition to 


science, people have gone so far as to say 


that it is diabolical. Science is not a 
religion, not witchcraft, not our Savior and 
not our oppressor. It is a powerful tool that 
requires insight to control it, not fear and 
ignorance. 

Part of our perceptions of science come 
from claims made by those who study it. 
Most Canadian students are exposed to 
science in elementary school. The 
following is an excerpt from a elementary 
school level textbook: 

"Beliefs about the nature of the universe 
may be good or bad. A belief stated by a 
person who is an authority in the field is 
reliable. A belief stated by a person who 
has no knowledge of the field is usually 
unreliable. Some beliefs may be based 
upon superstitions. Beliefs are good only 
when they are based on facts. We must be 
careful in expressing beliefs, because some 
people may accept them as facts.... When 
the truth of a statement has been proven, it 
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is a fact. Facts can be demonstrated as true 
beyond doubt." (Pella, M.O. and A.G. 
Wood. Physical Science For Progress. 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J. Prentice- Hall. 
1964.) | 
The problems arising from such 
statements are two-fold. First of all, 
science becomes the means of defining all 
truth for those with no other existential 
reference point. Secondly, for Christians 
who read this and rightly disagree with it, 
such a statement could leave a general 
impression about science that would be 
imprecise. 

For people who rely on science to 
reveal to them all truths about the 
universe, anything that science cannot 
explain is not included in their inventory of 
reality. From this misinterpretation of 
what science is stems many of the worlds 
modern philosophies, materialism being 
the most obvious. 

As Christians and Christian scientists 
we must deny the omnipotence of. science, 
for our Mainstay of identity and reality will 
not lower Himself to be examined in the 
lab but rather reveals Himself through His 
invisible Spirit and through his Word. 

Science is also wrongly shunned by 
those who misunderstand the way it works. 
It cannot dictate morals to man and can 
only control mankind when he himself 
loses control of Science. Science does raise 
questions that we are hard pressed to 
answer, especially those relating to 
morality and medicine, and it makes 
possible situations were humans seem 
helpless in the face of technology that has 
gotten out of hand, such as pollution and 
the arms race. 

Though one cannot stop a horse by 
standing in front of it, one is obliged to do 
more than get out of its way and one is 
foolish if he hangs on naively. One must 
take control and guide the horse so that its 
running is not unprofitable but useful. 
Such is the way with science. It cannot be 
allowed to go unharnessed and dangerous, 
without any control but its own limits. We 
must become familiar with and _ curtail 
science within its rightful boundaries. 
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HOLY SPIRIT 
CONFERENCE 


Ken Benjamins 

On Saturday, October 24, 1987, I 
attended the evening service of the Holy 
Spirit Conference. I was with hundreds of 
Christians as we worshipped God. And 
worship God we did! Grace and Colleen 
Reinders led the singing and the praise and 
we listened to a moving message by Gerrit 
Verstraete. We also heard some speaking 
in tongues. All in all, it was a charismatic 
worship service. 

The promoters of the Holy Spirit 
Conference are seeking a_ charismatic 
renewal for the Reformed faith. In the last 
issue of the Crown, Theo Hoekstra asked if 
the Holy Spirit Conference was Reformed. 
It is in this article that I wish to give my 
reactions to the service and address the 
topic of spirituality in the Reformed faith. 

I have to admit that I was literally 
amazed at all the people who attended the 
evening service. It was not attended 
mostly by young people, but rather by 
older and middle-aged people. Everyone 
enjoyed it. I wondered to myself, "Are all 
these people disenchanted with the way we 
express ourselves in traditional reformed 
worship?" 

I returned home a little concerned, 
confused, and with a lot of questions. First 
of all, I was afraid to critique the worship 
service. Everyone was so positive and 
happy and I didn’t want to spoil their 
worship by asking disturbing questions. 
Here are a few of my concerns: The 
worship service lacked a_ sense of 
_ theological and Reformed integrity. How 
do we accept Verstraete’s announcement 
that God told him that the Reformed 
tradition requires a charismatic renewal? 
How do we deal with the phenomenum of 
hearing God speak to us other than through 
His Word? How should we _ take 
Verstraete’s view that we should put aside 
our doctrinal and denominatinal 
differences and join together in the spirit 
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of love? Just what are the norms and guide 


lines for a spiritual renewal? 

I have even more concerns when I 
look at how we worshipped. But before I 
give criticism, allow me to say that I find 
nothing unBiblical or wrong with raising 
hands, or speaking in tongues, and all 
the other charismatic phenomena. In 
themselves, they are worthy, spiritual gifts 
that God has given to us. My problem is 
how they were used in the service on the 
whole. From the beginning of the service 
to the end (except for the sermon) the 
crowd was highly energized and excited. 
Grace and Colleen worked on our emotions 
until we were all on a communal high. 
They would raise their hands and the 
crowd would play follow the leader. If 
Grace and Colleen cried Hallelujah--we 
cried Hallelujah. Why didn’t I receive a 
written liturgy? Is it because the Spirit 
moves better in a spontaneous situation 
than in ordered praise? Why was there no 
call for repentance and talk of sin? Why 
were there no slow, penitential songs? 
Where was the time for calm _ personal 
reflection? The bond there that evening 
was not necessarily the Spirit, but a 
charismatic, emotional bond of excitement. 
There is nothing religious or Christian 
about being caught up in this kind of 
emotionalism! Where is the Reformed- 
ness? 

When I say this, there are going to be 
many who are going to say, "Ken-- you're a 
negative, intellectual, stiff Conservative 
who is anti-emotional and anti-spiritual!" 
And to that I'll say, “Hold it! That’s not 
true!" Ill be the first to admit that as 
Reformed Christians, we do have a 
difficulty expressing our faith. Maybe this 
is because our Reformed heritage and 
Dutch ancestry is not one to be expressive. 
Most CRC’ers are not the type to be totally 
open to everyone. They don’t feel the need 
to go up to the front of the Church to be 
hugged and loved. This doesn’t mean their 
faith is not real--it’s just not their practice. 
Christian Reformed people express their 
faith by living holy lives, living obediently 
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in all areas of life--reclaiming the world 
for Christ. But Reformed Christians have 
difficulties speaking of their faith one to 
another another. Sermons can _ be 
intellectual and _ boring. We have a 
reputation for arguing instead of showing 
our feelings and caring for people. But do 
we have to radically change the heritage of 
the Reformation by adopting a charismatic 
renewal for the Reformed faith? 

How can we learn to share our faith, 
talk about it, and express it so that it meets 
the spiritual needs for everyone? That is a 
very difficult question, and I will not 
pretend to know the full answer. One 
answer I will not accept is that we have to 
put less emphasis on learning the Christian 
faith. Knowledge does not stand in the way 
but enhances the expression of our faith. 
But I will also admit that God does not 
commune with His people through the 
intellect--and neither in the emotions. God 
confronts the human heart. He wants us to 
respond with the whole of our being. 

We need to ask the right question. We 
should not ask, "How can I experience 
God?" but, "What must I do to get right 
with God?" The answer is understanding 
our sinful tendencies and living out God’s 
forgiveness. This is the Christian life. This 
is our spiritual quest. This is not 
unemotional intellectualism, but is the 
simple gospel. What I felt was so 
dangerous about the worship service at the 
Holy Spirit Conference was that people 
were relying on a false sense of security. 
We were all relying on a charismatic high 
which in the long run will disappoint us. 
Somehow we have to come back to the 
Word and be comforted by Christ Himself. 
Maybe regular Reformed worship won't 
seem so dull if we understand how it is 
structured. The next time you worship, 
look for and act upon the opportunities to 
confess your sin, receive God’s personal 
Word of forgiveness and hear His Word for 
your life. It can be argued that this form of 
worship can be livened up a bit, but our 
Spiritual renewal comes from the Word of 
Christ. 
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We should be concerned with expressing 
our faith in the whole of life--not just in 
the worship service. Do you think that the 
Christian church is dead? If so--whose 
fault is it? It’s not the lack of charismatic 
renewal in the worship service, but it’s our 
lack of responding to the living Word and 
going out to reach others. Stop waiting for 
someone to share the good news--go out 
and share it yourself. There is ample 
opportunity for you to do so. We have cell 
groups, prayer groups, and the church 
always needs your participation. If you are 
discouraged by the church’s inability to 
communicate its message--be patient. Our 
seemly cold Reformed denominations have 
a warm heart and we're learning to open up 
to share Christ with everyone. Act in faith 
and, above all, trust in the promises given 
to us. We have Jesus Christ. We have a 
Great Covenant God! 


The Crown is the Redeemer College 
newspaper designed to be a source of 
information and education, and a voice for 
the students of Redeemer College. We 
invite the students, staff, and faculty to 
read and contribute to this paper. The 
opinions expressed in this paper are not 
necessarily those of the student body, 
fasculty, or adminstration. 


Editor: John H. Noordhof 

Faculty Advisor: Robert Malarkey 

Copy: Bill Fledderus and Ken DeVries 

Typist: Helena Dryfhout 

VIP’s: Ken Benjamins, Mark Luimes, 
Wilma Luth, Erick Schuringa, 
Marcella VanderPloeg, Harry 
Zekveld 
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MEDITATION 


Harry Zekveld 

Exodus 15:2 - "The Lord is my strength and 
my song; he has become my salvation. He 
is my God, and I will praise him ...." 


Aristotle reasoned that God was the 
Unmoved Mover--the Supreme Being, who 
could be moved by no one and yet, while 
being totally separated. from all other 
beings, was the author of every action. As 
we read through the chapters of Exodus, 
and especially chapters 13-15, we recognize 
that such a picture of God is false. God is, 


in fact, directly involved with His people 


on earth and has made an agreement with 
them. He loves us so much that He is 
concerned with our troubles, no matter how 
small they are. 

When the Egyptians began to fear the 
ever-increasing numbers of Israelites 
inhabiting their nation, restrictions were 
imposed on every Israelite and soon they 
had become slaves, cruelly beaten and 
harshly oppressed. Exodus 2:24-25: “God 
heard their groaning and he remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and 
with Jacob. So God looked on the 
Israelites and was concerned about them." 
And this concern was certainly not passive; 
- even before we read that the Israelites 
cried out, God was working on His escape 
plan for His people by preserving the life 
of Moses. And, sure enough, before too 
many years had passed, God gently and 
lovingly led His people out of their prison, 
out of centuries of oppression. Imagine the 
excitement, the praises to God! 

However, there is another dimension 
to the agreement God made with His 
people--the responsibility that the 
Israelites have in obeying their stipulations 
of the contract. They fail miserably. As 
soon as God puts them to the test in the 
' midst of their celebrations, they become 
bitter and slander every good thing God 
has done for them. But God, showing 
constant mercy and patience, is determined 
that they must know that He 1s the Lord 


CROWN 


November 13, 1987 


their God. "Why are you whining against 
me? Don’t just stand there--trust Me, and 
move on!" And God’s Presence, the pillar 
of cloud, stood between the people of God 
and the enemies of God, those who wished 
to destroy God’s plans for all of mankind. 
With God as their Protector, the Israelites 
were saved from the Egyptians that day. 
And they sang this song: "The Lord is my 
strength and my song; he has become my 
salvation." 

God has told us that we, too, are a part 
of that same covenenat of which the | 
Israclites were part. The LORD wants us 
to place our full trust in Him for the forces 
of evil are always present, seeking a 
moment in which to devour us. But God 
has been faithful to His part of the 
agreement to be God to us. In caring for 
His people, He has seen to it that His son 
be born and die for our sins. This is the 
salvation that the crossing of the Red Sea 
pointed toward. 

When in depression, in a helpless 
State--turn to God. He is our strength 
when we wander, confused as to the 
direction we must travel. When we 
Struggle in our relationships, convinced 
that someone has turned his/her back on 
us, or when we are inflicted with sickness, 
we can have the assurance that God will 
never leave us nor forsake us: “The Lord 
will fight for you; you need only to be 
still." (14:14). The Christian walk is far 
from easy, but we have a God who is 
intimately involved in our struggles, who 
gives us that quiet cnfidence amidst pain 
and confusion. And when we fail, God 
picks up the broken pieces of the contract 
we have so flippantly breached and says: 
“Here, have another go at it!" Such mercy 
and strength is available to all who have 
placed their hope in His salvation. If we 
cry out to God, He will show concern for us 
and forget what we have done wrong. "The 
Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord 
will reign forever and ever." (15:2,18). God 
is my Salavation. 

PRAYER: Show me your ways, O 
Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in 
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your truth and teach me, for you are God 
my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day 
long.” (Psalm 25:4,5) 


MAYBE, BUT WHY NOT? 
Thoughts of Erick Schuringa 


I think we all have heard stories 
about, or have experienced for ourselves, 
churches in which it is a prerequisite to 
membership to have a conversion story, to 
know "the hour I first believed.” What do 
we as Christians make of this? For most of 
us, Christianity has been a way of life from 
birth, Though we often criticize 
Catholicism for its systematic religious life 
and its form mass, we seem to grow up in 
the basic model of baptism-- profession of 
faith with church school and catechism as 
steps along the way. Now since profession 
of faith means adherence to the basic 
doctrines of the church, where does our 
actual heartfelt experience of Christ’s 
atonement come into our life. Do we have 
conversion experience even though we 
have been born into Christian homes? I 
would hope that we do, for to say that we 
don’t experience conversion in some sense 
would be to claim a full relationship with 
God from birth. Conversion here means a 
change of heart so as to make our will one 
with His. Granting that this change only 
happens through’ grace and_ thereby 
de-emphasizing our role in forming our 
will to God’s, I would still like to point out 
that at various times in our lives, we are 
turned around and put on track with 
respect to some habit or idea which we 
thought all long to be "correct". The 
ramifications of admitting or agreeing that 
conversions do take place are twofold. 

(1) We need to be open to see in ourselves, 
with the help of others, areas which 
conflict with God’s sovereign good will. 

(2) We need to use such experiences to aid 
others in coming to see similar "conflicts 
with God" in their lives. The evangelistic 
use of our experiences with fellow 
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Christians is what leads me to call them 
conversions. The apostles told their story 
to the world, so must we. 

Dare to take the risk of pointing out in 
others something you have overcome 
yourself. You are God’s evangelist to 
Christians as well as to non-Christians and 
He gives ample opportunity for both types 
of evangelism. James Karsten, in the 
November 5 chapel, spoke of “putting our 
Christianity in the glove compartment 
before we step out of our car into the ‘big, 
bad, secular world” and I’m saying that in 
the context of our safe Christian College 
campus, we should be aware of the 
assumption that others know more than 
they show. None of us claims perfection, 
so we all have a common characteristic 
upon which to build a trusting relationship 
with the _— students. Our common 
commitment to Christ requires of us that 
we involve ourselves in relationships with 
others in such a way that our conversion 
experience may be a practical guide for 
others. We can lead each other to 
conversion! Christ’s work in us will be 
fruitful to the point that others are 
nourished through us. 
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Calender of Events: 
Here and around the World 


Nov. 13. Pam Ourada and Lyn Curley ina 
concert of praise and singing in the 
auditorium at 8:30. Admission is free. 
Contact the chaplain for more information. 


Nov. 14 (Sat) Back to God Hour Rally in 
the Auditiorium at 7:30. The speaker is Dr. 
Joel Nederhood who.will speak on "Free to 
Love.” 


Nov. 18 (Wed) Games night at the Rec 
Center. 


Nov. 20 Blood Donor Clinic in the 
auditorium from 9:30am to 2:00pm. 


Nov. 24 Dress Down Day (ie. Slob day) 


CROWN 


November 13, 1987 


Nov. 28 Kenny Marks in Concert in the 
Auditorium at 8:00. Cost is $5:00. 


Dec. 2 Festival of Light--The First of the 
three part "Stained Glass Series”. 


Dec. 4 Air Band Contest. 


Dec. 12 Handel’s Messiah with the 60 
Voice Laudate Dominum Choir of Chatham 
in the auditorium at 8:00. Suggested 
donation of $5:00. (All proceeds go to the 
Organ Fund). 


Dec. 15 First day of exams; the poor souls 
in Psychology 121 and Philosophy 121 start 
off the holiday season. 


Unofficial Royals' 


Varsity Hockey Scores 


Oct. 17: home, Redeemer over Brantford 6-2 
30: away, Redeemer over Burlington 2-1 

31: home, Redeemer over Jarvis 3-0 

Nov. 5: away, Redeemer over Hamilton 6-1 
6: away, Royals lose to Burlington 2-3 

7: home, Redeemer over York ‘11-1 


Upcoming Games 


Nov. 14: Redeemer at York 
21: Redeemer at Brantford 
26: Redeemer at Brantford 


28: Redeemer at Cambridge 


